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9 December 2020 
 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
Following the Deputy First Minister’s statement to Parliament on 8 December, I am writing to 
provide further detail on our plans for a safe return to learning for students in semester 2. 
 
The welfare and wellbeing of students, staff and wider communities is the Scottish 
Government’s priority for the return of students following the winter break. In considering our 
approach, we have taken into account the lessons learned from semester 1. We have also 
recognised that there will be considerable uncertainty surrounding the virus levels in the 
whole population in January (given the potential effect of increased mixing of households 
over Christmas) and the need to balance the four harms of Covid-19 as set out in our 
Strategic Framework.  
 
We have published guidance in relation to semester 2 and we are developing at pace a 
detailed FAQ which will be particularly helpful to returning students. You will be aware from 
my previous statement to Parliament of the arrangements for students returning home at the 
end of term, for which we have also published guidance and an FAQ. To recap, the main 
details are:  
 
End of term 
 

 Students can travel home from their term-time address and join one other household (for 
example, their family home). Students who have returned home form part of the 
household they have returned to and can join household ‘bubbles’ in line with the Scottish 
Government’s guidance for the festive period. 
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 Students can be collected by a family member, and we have encouraged this where it is 
a practical option. Students can travel in a private car to return home but, to minimise 
risks of transmission, should not share a car with anyone outside of their household or 
extended household unless there is no reasonable alternative. 

 All universities have been asked to stagger the end of in-person teaching and 
assessment throughout December. This was to allow students to return to their main 
residence in good time and to manage the number of students likely to be travelling, and 
making use of public transport, at any one time. 

 To limit the risk of transferring infection when moving households, we have advised any 
student who wanted to return home for the end of term to voluntarily reduce their social 
mixing for two weeks before going home. This means going out only for essential 
reasons, such as classes, shopping for food, and exercise.  

 We strongly recommended that students get lateral flow COVID-19 testing before 
returning home - even if not showing any symptoms of COVID-19 - to help reduce the 
risk to their family and community.  

 Anyone who tests positive for COVID-19, becomes symptomatic or is a close contact of a 
positive case while still at university or college should self-isolate in accordance with our 
self-isolation guidance. 

 
Return in semester 2 for university students  
 

 The return of undergraduate students to university will be staggered over six weeks. 
Testing will also be in place as part of the return. 

 With only very limited exceptions, undergraduates should initially plan to restart their 
studies at home and only return  for in person learning and term-time accommodation 
when notified to do so by their universities. 

 To minimise the risk to themselves and others on their return to their term-time 
household, we are asking students to voluntarily reduce their social mixing for two weeks 
before and two weeks after returning to university. This means going out only for 
essential reasons including learning, food shopping and exercise.  

 Universities and student accommodation providers should actively consider as a priority 
additional measures to reduce density of student residents. For instance, serious 
consideration should be given to dividing shared bathrooms and kitchen facilities in 
corridor flats and open halls to ensure a lower density of students who need to use those 
communal spaces. 

 Universities and accommodation providers are expected to support students through this 
process. Where applicable, we encourage students to work with their accommodation 
providers to come to an appropriate resolution of issues around tenancy agreements. 
Accommodation providers should treat students sympathetically and take student's 
circumstances into account so that they are not disadvantaged. 

 College students – who largely do not move away from home to go to education – should 
return as planned, in line with the protection level for the area their college is in at that 
time. 

 
We will continue to discuss the implementation of the above guidance in relation to semester 
2 with our universities, colleges, student representatives and wider sector in the coming 
days.  
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I hope this update has been helpful and provides assurance of the work that has been done, 
and will be done in the coming weeks, in order to ensure a safe return home for students at 
the end of term, and resumption of learning in semester 2. 

RICHARD LOCHHEAD 
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